What are your plans for after high school?

After graduating from high school I plan on attending a four-year college or university to better prepare myself for life and a future career.  I am undecided on a major at this point but have a strong interest in history and am considering pursuing that interest further.  

What have you enjoyed most in high school?

I have enjoyed the people most.  My high school career has been divided between two places; Portsmouth High School and Hebron Academy.  At each school it has been the people that made the difference.  At Portsmouth High School I enjoyed the comfort of being with the same friends that I have known since kindergarten.   Close friends inspire you to do better but accept you for you are.  At Hebron, however, my new friends are from all over the world.  Their interests are diverse and their outlooks on life are much different than mine.  My relationship with the teachers at Hebron is much different than the relationship I had with teachers at Portsmouth High School.  The teachers at Hebron are not only teachers but also coaches and dorm parents.  This benefit allowed my teachers to know me in all my settings; in the classroom, on the fields, and at home. This is true with students as well.  I have learned how to work with people, live with people and most importantly, learn from people.  

What was your most memorable moment at NPS?

I have been thinking about Mr. Michaels lately.  A memorable event for me at Newington Public School was in Mr. Michaels’ history class with Annie Harrington. We were teamed together to prepare a presentation on Ponce de Leon.  We worked diligently, did our research and finally we were prepared to present to the class. Interestingly, it is not the presentation that I remember most.  It was after, as we handed in our actual research, poster and sources that I recall.  Mr. Michaels looked at me and asked if we had enjoyed this particular topic.  We both nodded yes and quickly returned to our seats grateful it was over.  I didn’t think anything more of it until recently.  As I am working through the college application process and thinking about what I would like to study and what I would like to pursue for a career I return to that one question from Mr. Michaels.  I can answer it now.  Yes, Mr. Michaels, I actually did enjoy that topic and doing that project.  I had fun and I learned history is interesting.  Thank you for making history more than pages in a book.

The positive effects the Newington Public School had on me. 

Newington Public School developed a sense of community within me.  I learned how to make friends and how to be a good friend.  Elementary school was a major part of my education and basis for my life.  I learned the important lessons there.  I learned the importance of trust, respect, integrity and academics.
Growing up in small town I had the privilege of attending a small elementary school.  This allowed me to really get to know my teachers and instilled a sense of comfort going to an authority figure if I had a problem.  Knowing that they would always be there to help taught me to have trust in others.

While I attended NPS I occasionally got into some trouble.  I would remember missing recess and standing on the wall watching my friends run around having a good time.  Some of the time on the wall was due to a wise remark or an unkind comment.  I learned to have respect for myself by having respect for others.  I learned the golden rules like treating others the way you want to be treated, using words to resolve an argument, no one wins when someone is hurt and do the right thing even when no one is looking.  These are the rules I remember from NPS.  
Learning was why I was in school.  I was not in school for fun and playing with my friends, I was there to learn.  I heard that from my mom and dad every day it seems growing up; occasionally my ears still hear those words, but less and less as years go by.  NPS had put me through some tough classes.  Math and History with Mr. Michaels’ were always a challenge for me but worth every second of his lectures and yummy D.D munchkins.  Concentrating on good grades has put me where I am at Hebron Academy today and well on my way to college next year.  

Attending a small school with  teachers dedicated to their students making sure each kid was well on their way to success has given me the dedication to push through even when the studies appear impossible.  Every year taught me something different; from Ms. Canney’s sharing lessons to Ms. Guare’s challenging spelling tests to learning how to make room in my memory each week with a new poem to recite to Ms. Loge, I did it all.  Newington School has made me who I am today.  With all the positive influence, I know I have had a successful learning career and I owe great thanks to those who helped along the way. 

